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REPORT ON INSPECTION OF CAMP GORDON, 
AUGUSTA, GA. 





House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., May 15, 1941. 
Hon. Cart VINSON, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CuatrMan: Your subcommittee, directed to inspect and 
report on conditions of personnel and camp facilities at Camp Gordon, 
Augusta, Ga., report and recommend as follows: 

We visited and thoroughly inspected all of the facilities and training 
equipment. We talked with a representative cross section of the 
personnel in training and on duty on April 27, 1951. 


CAMP FUNCTION 


This camp is primarily a training and school camp. Personnel have 
received basic training prior to arrival and in general are equipped 
with basic clothing allowances. Here is maintained a Military Police 
Training School, a Signal Corps Training School, a WAC School and 
Signal Corps detac hments. 


CAMP COMMAND 


The camp is under the command of Brig. Gen. John A. Dabney; the 
Signal Corps School is under the command of Col. Robert A. Willard; 
and the Provost Marshal Center is under the command of Col. Francis 
E. Howard. 

The committee was impressed with the qualities of leadership and 
the splendid background of the officers in command of the technical 
schools, as well as their assistants. 


PLANT 


This camp is especially well laid out and designed for the use for 
which it is being put. The buildings are temporary wooden structures. 
There was some rot and deterioration in some of the buildings. Most 
of these conditions have been corrected. However, all of the buildings 
are badly in need of paint. 

The grounds were well-policed and clean. The military personnel 
have an evident pride-in this installation. Curtains have been pur- 
chased for the day rooms, mess halls, etc. Paint has been applied 
inside many of the centers. Some recreational facilities have been 
improvised. There was considerable improvization in mess halls and 
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around company areas to keep the place clean and neat. Receptacles 
were provided for refuse. The buildings presented a very well-kept 
appearance inside and outside except for lack of paint. 

We recommend that steps be taken immediately to paint the struc- 
tures, both to preserve them for the many years of use which can still 
be had from them, but primarily to improve the morale of the troop 
population. Their efforts to keep the camp clean, well-policed, and 
neat require a contribution of paint by the Government. 


RECREATION 


The recreational facilities are overtaxed with a population of 28,000, 

average. The committee felt that this was a matter of gradual adjust- 

ment in the expansion of military equipment and normal building 
Recreation, while somewhat limited, is nevertheless adequate. 


VICINAGE CONDITIONS 


Nearby Augusta works in close harmony with the military command 
and personnel. So far there have been no noticeable shortages of 
housing for personnel required to live off the post because of lack of 
quarters. However, this situation is by no means stable and may 
worsen very considerably in the immediate future because of the 
atomic energy project immediately adjacent. Consideration, there- 
fore, will have to be given to housing for instructor personnel who must 
be quartered and who must remain for long periods because of the 
highly technical nature of the instruction. 

With the coming of the atomic energy development, the recrea- 
tional facilities in the city of Augusta will be greatly overtaxed and 
some thought must be given to expanding facilities on the post and 


introducing new facilities m Augusta. 


FOOD 


The food was plentiful and good. 


CLOTHING 


Clothing shortages are not as evident on this post because the bulk 
of requirements of personnel have been supplied during basic training. 
However, all categories are not available in the quantities which could 
be desirable. This, however, is not the fault of the local command, 
but is the primary responsibility of the Quartermaster General. 


HOSPITAL FACILITIES 


Hospital facilities are wholly adequate to the needs of the camp; 
in fact, there is an overplus of beds available. Even at the height of 
the respiratory-disease season, the hospital facilities were abundant. 

Only a portion of the large hospital area is in actual use and con- 
sideration is now being given to expanding the whole unit for special- 
ized treatment. 
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TRAINING AND TROOP MORALE 


We examined the training facilities in the Military Police School and 
were impressed with the completeness of the training given. ‘The 
same situation was true in the Signal Corps Schoo! where large groups 
were actually in training during the inspection. 


be training at this center in the several schools is proceeding very 
satisfactorily. The morale of the troops is high; their enthusiasm and 
interest is evident to any visitor. They take an active interest not 
only in the post but in the traming the ‘Vy are receiving and seem most 
anxious to learn. All of the troops have received basic training befor 


arrival at this ea 

Additional classrooms could be used if available; and consideration 
should be riven to expanding these facilities \ hen feasible. 

There are shortages of instructors but those present are highly 

cilled, competent, and well trained 
The committee feels that the return of General Dabney to this post 
from active duty in Korea will provide a wholesome inspiration to the 
camp. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Paint should be provided for the physical plant immediately. 

2. Provision should be made for expansion of instructor housing 
on the post and for exapnsion of the recreational facilities because of 
the severe dram which will be placed on the community by the atomic- 
energy plant which will absorb a great amount of housing and 
recreational facilities now available 

(As in the case of nearby Fort Jackson, s steps should be taken 
to fully integrate the ore facilities of this post with that of other 
installations in the Third Army area in the event of shortages of one 
or the other of the camps. 

Respectfully submitted 

ArtHUR WInsreaD, Chairman. 
Leroy Jounson, Member. 
Approved by full committee 





